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Carved wooden figure. Chang
Lt. H. Chubatoshi Chang,
Tuensang Village 2OlO.
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TheTribal tvluseum cahalogue publication could never have

been realized without, the generouo eupport, trom ihe ?rincipal,
IQAC, teaching and non-teaching facully, students, NGaa,

glvernment, agencies and the local communilies. I would like to
exprese my sincere thanks to all those who contributed to lhe
eucceee of thie cat alogue.

K. CHONGLIU KHIAMNIUN6AN

Headaf Department,

Department,of History
1ao ChangCollege

Tueneang ,Nagaland
tvlay,2024

Irl lzl

ffiart,u,otr//

Ilro rmpact of Globalisation and Western education that focuses on
Woslorrr Jrlrilosophies, culture, and knowledge systems is that many of the oral
Ir;rrlilrorrs ol rninority societies or communities living on the periphery are fast
krsirrr; llro r;ultural memory and knowledge systems of their people,

Arklod to that, the 21't century is witnessing an extremely fast-paced
;rrlv;rrr;rrrnont in information and communication technology, lt is now possible to
t:onrrot;l t;rrltures from the most remote parts of the world with the mainstream
rIrrrirr;rrrl cultures. The downside of this connectivity is that the dominant and
polrrrl;rr t;ullures influence the younger generation to such an extent that they lose
r:ourot;lion with their roots and join the mass hysteria of popular cultures and
rirrlr culturos that are in fashion. Many Naga youths of the present century suffer
Irorrr llr;rl indigenous cultural amnesia.

0lrirnge is the only constant. Change is inevitable. However, change that is
orrrlrutcocl at the cost of one's identity and roots is a heavy price to pay. A
r:orrrrrrrrriity needs a sound and firm foundation to stand on and grow. Retrieving
ou iurr;ostral stories and salvaging the material culture that our ancestors have

lrirssotl on is the need of the hour. Without any written works or documentation,
vory s(x)n, such societies would be completely subsumed by the dominant culture.

lhis humble projectof documenting the materialculture of the Nagas willgo
;r lon11 wrry in preserving their oral traditions. With the use of modern technology,
llris tlur;unrentation work comes as a beacon of hope for the young generation to
krrow irbout where they came from, what were the skills of their ancestors and to
Iurrrrr lrow valuable it is to promote such skills by imbibing them in their own lives
irrrtl corrtinually upgrading on the products of their predecessors.

I corrgratulate Dr lris Odyuo, the brain behind this project for successfully
irrilrrrlirrq ltris program called "Living Traditions". May herworks continue to live and
rrtltl virltro to the artistic abilities of the local artisans.

I also acknowledge the motivating role that IQAC, Sao Chang College has

1rl; ryotl irr giving life to this project. May this continue to be one of the best practices

ol llro r;olloqe and may it grow to serve as a benchmark for all aspiring artists,
oll rnorl aplters, and folklorists.

DR LANURENLA
Principal

Sao Chang College

Tuensang, Nagaland
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The college adopted rribal Museum as one of the best

practices of the lnstitution as it seemed to be a unique concept
in this time and age where kibal identity and practices seems to
be fast disappearing, preserving our invaluable heritage is our
responsibility and each artifact, from intricately woven textile to
every day tools, embodies the cultural legacy while telling its
own story. The tribal museum would allow visitors to have a
glimpse into the obscure yet traditionally the rich lives of the
tribal people, passed down through generations, and shail
endeavor to be a meaningful miniature display representing the
rich tapestry of indigenous crafts of the Eastern Naga tribes.

DR.SANIOSH KUMAR SINGH
Coordinator

IQAC, Sao Chang College

l:l

r,iltltirilartim,

lris Odyuo, Associute Professor, Department af
I li,tlor.1,, ^luo Cltang College

lrr 1018, the Internal QualityAssurance Cell (IQAC) of Sao
( 'lrirrrg ('ollege decided to establish a museum as a Best Practice for
tlrt' t'ollcge. The Department of History was tasked with the
t'ollcclion. documentation, exhibition, and research of the museum.
'Io rrccorr.rl.rlish this, the department conducted numerous field visits
Io Nirg:r villages and established connections with local and
orrl-ol'-slate academicians, artists, and govemment agencies. Over
llrt' ycals, the museum acquired various individual items either
tlrrorrslr clonations or purchases. Between 2018 and 2024, some
('()nlr.. r)llx)rrlry objects were also added to the museum's collection.

tt,tt,t,.tNt) OB.IECTIVES: The museum aims to
offer the program to sfudenfs to learn techniques of
traditional arts of the A/agas.

1. To preserve and showcase Naga artifacts for teaching the

history and traditions of the Nagas to the students and

visitors.

To be an informal educatlon center for disseminating

traditional knowledge of performance art such as folk songs

and dances.

Encourage storytelling and cultural activities.

Conduct research and documentation.

Encourage traditional and modern art among the students.

,)

4

5
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EXHIBITS:

The college museum exhibits traditional and modern
basketworks, textiles, woodcarvings, metalworks, pottery as well
contemporary paintings and art installations. rhe museum also
encourages collections from other cultures.

L' ULT URAL A L' TI VI T IE S :

The sao chang coilege Tribar Museum enc'urages
students, teachers, and visitors to see and learn from the objects
and discover aspects of their culture, beliefs, and values.
The museum's main objective is to establish a connection with
the local communities through a program called ',Living
Traditrons". This initiative invites folk practitioners to share their
knowledge and life experiences through workshops and
seminars, The purpose of this program is not only to provide
insights into the world of fork practitioners but also to help them
take pride in their creativity and recognize the significance of
their art. Taking part in the various cultural activities organized by
the museum, the museum has become a community center for
intellectual growth, spiritual sustainment, and unity.
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Symbols and meanings in the Naga morungwoodcarvings
lris Odyuo, Associate professor, Department of History,

Sao Chang Collegc
Anto,g the Nagas, woodcaning (Odyuo 2012) com,runicated the

value syste'ns of tlie tribes. consideri,g the si,rple tools used such as the
tlor, the axe, adze a,d the crrisel the Naga artist adornecl the morung
pillars with hi-qhlv co,rrentionalizecl or ,aturalistic huuran figurcs,
pytlron. mithttn and buffalo heads, ho,rbilr, elephant, gibbo,s, and tigers
in high relief.

To the Nagas, the carvings of human figures and animals represent
their characters and not their magical or spiritual powers. For instance. the
carvings of animals sucrr as the tiger, tnitrttm, hornbilr, pytho, and
elephants inthe morttng, are believed to make the mortmgmembers brave
a,d wealthy a,d at the same time, create terror and panic among trre
enernies The trce frour u,rricrr thc ,rain post, trre side-beams, thc
ridgc-pole of the tnortng and the log-drum was fellecr had to be stro,g,
straight and tall without any ble,rish; so too the men of tlie village had to
be.jr-rst and honourable. Thc rnain mo,tng post com,rur:icated the vah:e of
honourableness; carvings of tiger, elepha,t and human heads
communicated men's strength ancl aggressiveness in warfare; while that
of the mithttir and python wealth and the hornbill beauty.

Sketch by
Pasham Lam
4'l'Semcster

Sao Chang College 2024
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